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Abstract:

Issue addressed: This project explored the literature in which key concepts in primary health care and health
promotion are overtly applied to the problem of climate change. This paper contains a discussion of the
literature relevant to health promotion principles and intervention strategies for addressing climate change
mitigation and adaptation in the primary health care sector. The concept of primary health care is that used
by the World Health Organization, based on the Declaration of Alma Ata and often referred to as
comprehensive primary health care to differentiate it from primary medical care. Methods: This was a
review of literature identified in electronic databases using two sets of search terms. Set A consisted of
'climate change or global warming or greenhouse effect' and set B consisted of 11 key concepts in primary
health care and health promotion, for example community resilience, health promotion, social change, food
security and economic development. Relevant literature was identified at the intersection of search term A
with a term from set B. A search was completed for each set B term. Results: This paper reports a
discussion of major categories of health promotion interventions, namely health communication, community
building and settings approaches and uses examples drawn from literature on community resilience and
summer heat. These interventions are all applicable to the primary health care sector. Conclusion: There is
a small literature on health promotion interventions for climate change mitigation and adaptation but it is
incomplete and scattered across many sources. An important area for further research is to link the logic of
service provision in primary health care to the logic of mitigation and adaptation in a changing environment.
Interventions that link the logic must also link diverse services to provide coherent action on local and
domestic scales, the scales at which primary health care acts. Another research gap is in regard to
institutional change in the primary health care sector. How do the patterns of knowledge, practice and
values need to change in the array of organisations that make up comprehensive primary health care?

Source: Ask your librarian to help locate this item.   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

Author(s): Walker R, Hassall J, Chaplin S, Congues J, Bajayo R, Mason W
Year: 2011

Journal: Health Promotion Journal of Australia : Official Journal of Australian Association
of Health Promotion Professionals. 22: S6-S12
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audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Other Communication Audience: Media

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Wildfires

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Injury, Mental Health/Stress, Respiratory Effect, Other Health Impact

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Respiratory Effect: Asthma

Other Health Impact: Heat Stress
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Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous populations

Other Vulnerable Population: Pre-existing medical conditions; Poor housing quality; Suburban
populations; Non-English speakers

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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